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SUBJECT: " Statement 7 a | concerning ; 
; ' his assignment Belivia ‘in 1967 and-his role | 
in the capture of Ernesto "Che" GUEVARA. 
d de la Serna- : “i - 
REFERENCE: = Mews dated 25 May 1975 "3 tie % * 
1. The oe: ee: met oak cunm mi contract 


employee, om 2 and 3 June to obtain his story about his 
assignment to Bolivia ip, L967..,This query is. based upon ref ; 
‘interview, during which. tioned that he‘had ra- 
transmitted an order from conoriel{ 

Commander of the 8th Bivision of the Solivian Army, to 2 
Bolivian sergeant, which resulted-in the execution of Ernesto 
"Che GUEVARA de la Serna, Cuban leader of the guerrillas then 
‘operating in Bolivia. — : 


a Ae fesse that his assignment csme about after‘an ' 
interviow held ii Miami in June or July of 15967, at which time 
he was a'case officer working for the Miami office. He had . 
been selectéd for the job interview because of his para- 
military ileal | experience. He was asked if he would 
agree to serve w fat? »j 4 fellow Cuban.. He 
acnented, He was told that he was te’ go to Bolivia with e 3 
; here they would be engaged in training intelligence 
teams fov the 2nd Ranger Battalion of the tec geclllete £ 
the Bolivian Army. He was also told that he and .... 
would be assigned to the 2ud Ranger Battalion as Sdvisors 
and would be based in the town of Esperanza. While in Miami, 
he and w\were given briefings about the politicdl and 
guerrifla situation in Bolivia, and he was giveh 2 refresher 
course in communications. £ iy 8 sere told 
that there were strong indications t Guevar was ieadine 
the guerrillas. among the instruction them-was_a_¢ clear 
ane that in the event that the Bolivisa my captured a 


they should do everything ee ee alive.” 


-3. They were introduced to their future case officer ~~ 
_ an Washington, who was to be in Jiaison with the Bolivian 
forces in Santa Cruz. 


4. Prior to their departure, both, sas jena f " f 
wore issued false U.S. re-entry permits in the names of 
e andjo | 4 respectively. , These were 
received in New York City just prior to their departure, on 
30 July for ia Paz ot a Braniff Airline flight. Their case 
officer had preceded them and met them on 3] July at 7 a.n. 
‘at the La Paz’ airport. (ries Seas believes that Bolivian, visas 
were stamped in ehehe re-entry “permits, 


5. ‘The case ‘officer and another American took them ta 
meetf :|]ta whem they were introduced as 
“expetts on guerrilla wartdfre. He issued each a personal card 
in which.were handwritten his instructions to all ¢tvilian: 
and military officials that they be ¢viven full support... At 


ten that mornings, they met]. »pCommander-in-Chief 
of the Bolivian Armed Fornre. It wasn't7until about a month 
Jjater Ene Aue n Santa Croz.}° While in 

La Paz, no new instructions were issued to them about their 


‘mission. After about a week there, they were flown to Santa 
Cruz de la Sierra. ae a.few days and. introduced to Colonel 
: Commander of the. Biehth Division. 

f wperranged for} Pies J the American 
officer“in charge of he military mission traiAine the Znd 
Ranger Battalion, to come to Santa Cruz to meet. wand 

~+j They’ were also introduced to Major... ys 
G-2 of the Eighth Division.. After 3 or 4 days in.Santa Cruz, 

ane = ent to La Esperanza, where they were 
HUATtered at- the BoVivian atficers' compound. _in La Esperanza 
they meti | | the Commander of the ¢nd Ranger Battalion, 
and Captainf - . camer ee : Be Pg oy ; 


a. qPrior to their departure from La Paz pe ..Jand 
‘< —- were issued Bolivian uniforms and credentiais as 
captains in the Bolivian Army. Nevertheless, they did not 
‘Teceive Bolivian Army insignia. Later is was given by 
. cae-~ fa Bolivian ert color cap-Tnsienia which he wore 
(escarapela). lee TaLNers issued Smith ahd Weson 
donble-actioh automatz pistols. uring their activities’ as in- 
ate and advisa assumed the role of Bolivian 
officers, although they were known as foreign advisors to 2 
number of Bolivian officers... (. Jeete that he learned later 
that the American Ambassador d prohtotted anyone ather than 
he andf nines Jiram becoming involved in the anti-guerrilla 
activities in the field.} 


7. egies their apparent status as Bolivian officers, 
aid that they never were given orders by higher- 
ranking Bolivian officers (One exception to this rule was the 
order which Coc lacelf ~jissued tof : n the day of 
Guevara's éxecucion; iff. “story is to be believed.) 
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8. aie assigned to Santa Cruz aul pres - 
assicned ta La eranzs, where the latter ¢ Cow 


the intelligence Catalan. As time went by 


duties gravitated to becoming basically Rag of an“ddvisor. 

,He said that his case officer was aware of roved of this 
development. Among the things which|” eet T 

attempted ta accomplish was the preservation oF the lives-6£ 


captured rete for the collection of intelligence about 

the guetr Lia's locations, as well as for humanitarian reasons. ° 
agSaid that he: saved the life of Jose Castille Chavez,. 

traveling for that purpose to Vallegrande from Santa Cruz, - 

where he spoke briefly to Castillo at_the Nuestra Senora de 

a ta Hospital. ae this time learned of the intent 


f the Rangers. aye the prieaner executed. — 
(aa dDprevaitea on Major amd jend a 
ake his side. The prisonér was flaw “to Vallegrande where 


eovered all.medical casts and tarried out & two-week 


“interrogation. The resulting twenty-page interrogation report 


provided the Bolivians with a complete concept of oie 
guerrilla's strategy, which turned out to be the key 
iuevara's capture, according ae J This Sarees cis 
attributed by the Bolivians to Be from "their own people. 


9. This important development was followed by an c j 


encaunter in late September tetween a unit led by a Lt. 


Ps 


and the remnants of the guerrillas. . During this action,“a Cuban 
lieutenant named Miguel; the Rolivian Coco Peredo;. and 2 
Bolivian physician named Jose Gutierres Ardaya were killed. 

= Jereyai ted by jeep ta Pucara, where the bodies: were 
located? and through the information he had learned from 
Castillo, he was able to astzblish that the men were from 
Guevara's forward element. Upon his return ta Sante Cruz, 


-Jadvised( s/that the 2nd Ranger Battallion 
should be immediately deployed: with the remaining two weeks 
of their training cancelled. f pccepted this advice 


and the Rangers were moved if Pucara,~and the Headquarters af 
the Fighth Division were moved to Yallegrande. {".. es 
continued in-his advisory role, suggesting areas for trop 
deployment as well as the deployment of the intelligencé 


teams. On the 3th of October, contact was estahlished with 


Valiesrande and in’ Esperanza.)- On the &th, Major 
reportec over t radio that “the chief" had been 
Captured. then flew aver the area in a PT-6 carrying 
with him a PRC-lLO“radio with which he was able to communicate 
With the Eolivian forces. He then confirmed that Gusvara- was - 
"the chief" who had been captured. He returned to Vallegrande 
where he told Jy _p thet Guevara had been wounded and 


captured. 
- RET 


Guevara's andy ERERES {At this.time[... ..-. }was: in 


Guevara. a 
prebiconss had fr 
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16. That au xg) vas sent to Higvueras to 
interrogate the guetrilla prisoners and assembled the 
captured documents. Since sad eee was planning to fly 
by helicopter to Higueras on the 9¥h sréed him on 


consulted his staff ore agreed. (The 


the evening of " th if he could ac mee any him to interrogate 


m only for a pilot and two passengers.) . 
“prepared a 100-word message to the’... 
me) code reporting Guevara's capture and asEing that an bubassy 


GLivians to spare Guevara's life, since. he did_not—believe 
hat he-comlitcswec d-in ping so. This"message was prepared 


fietivtaas be sent to the area to prevail upon the . 


for the scheduled 10 a.m. nsmission of 9 October, and 

was not transmitted ta the relay point in Asuncion, Paraguay, 
until about 10:30 a.a., 2&ter€ --jaTrived in Higueras — 
and set op his radia-transmitter an “46. 


1.0 g ae nt the pilot, me og 3 set 
out by helicopter fton Vallegrande at 7:15 a.m. on {he 9th, 


_and arrived in Higueras:at about 7740 a.m. accompanied 
_ pnd sajorf jwhen they visited Guevara in the — 
chool sp which Pas his improvised’ jail. Guevara would 


= 


not answer zi thon apakam: tow: He was. bound, hand. and foot, 
ee wou ae ; 


and had a 


a te 


a 12, —bnd_ Major . hen reviewed the captured 
documents Sanat sjobtained permission. from” to 
aghast h all the papers, including Guevara's “diary ™ and also 


permission ta tetain the original accommodation : 
gddresads Found. 


1%. whire(. Jazd all the other Bolivian officers © 
(with the excepfian of “& Lieutenant were pntside -o 
the village attending to other military offairs,L.... 
remained in Higueras as the highest ranking "Bolivian officer". 
In this capacity he answered a call received on'the military 
field telephone and answered as on ora He was given 
the code numbers 500 and 600 as orders Which were to be. 
implemented by command of “higher. authprities™., He said that 
the connection was not clear and he could not recognize the 


volce but it could have been that of Majorf In any 
case, A cho that. sinte it was a line only available - 
to the milita he Was confident that it was order re- 


transmitted through military channels. He said that he knew 
that 500 referred to Guevara, 600 to the word execute and 
700 to the preservation of Guevarra's Life. These simple 
codes had been identified to him previously. : 
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14. .Upont ” ‘J recura, fe “leotd him of thé | 
messace andl eros it as a T authentic order and made 
no effort td have i confirmed, Pe. Jasked' if Guevara's 


piite could be preserved since he had these instructions. 
ade ae that his own po per would be. placed in 

C epel y if he did not owes, ask him to make. - 

the attempt anyway. i Be, that had 
already resigned Fin elf ti to the S EREViCaLLa y of Gievara's 

execution, ) .|said thachewis in sympathy with’ j 

wish bu cae it was“not in his power to reverse the-arder, 

tis = ;.. 2qthat he was well aware of the treatment which - 

Fidel Bad® out to Cubans and told him to execute Guevara 

in any manuer which he might choose. C said that he {| 

‘had’ to leave for Vallegrande at LO:00 8.m, art would send ( 

a helicopter back to pick up Guevara's "body" at 2 p.m, and y 

“as a friend", asked-that the-body be Label a 

reiterated his request that the order. be app Uiae a 

agreed to make the attempt, ene. gaid ze would aovage at 3 he 

Were successful. — 


15. - Failing a “counter-manding af the order and as the 
senior “Bolivian officer" left in Higueras,| isaid he 
Was left with _the implementation of the execution. “After ~ 

left. Jias_abie to talk to Guevara, who |S. 
; qaent1eied r\\ .. wither as a Puerto -Riean ora Cuban os 
:- Working foP U.S. ifitelligence. He said he this judgment 
on’ the. vesif £'the questions asked and on{. ?#™% 7 accent. 
While! ' ‘wis with Guevara, shots were fired in adjoining 
Tooms and [, GF ater determined that these involved the. 
execution of two other prisoners. Recognizing these shots 
for.what they were, nevertheless, Guevara blanched when 
[ & Es Jeontvoned that he too would be executed; aheheyat 
later, composing himself. ; ‘i 
- 16. After leaving Guevara, meek “told a sergeant ee 
the order to execute Guevara ea etude éd the mission to hin- 
He was told to fire below the head, The ofder was giver to 
the sergeant at 1:90 p.m. and ™ om heard the shots fired 
‘at Guevara at 1:20 p.m, At 2:00 'p.m™, the helicopter returned 
to Higueras. A Father “performed the dast rites and 
Guevara’ § ysemains were ‘Strapped to ome of the helicopter's 
Skids and accampanied them to Vallegrande, where 
thay land® at 2: da [T-m. Cos “gaid that he lost himsel? 
auickiy in the crowd gathered atthe airport, but that 
_j took ehatge of the remains and was photographed. 


stid that the title of the photograph, which aoneared 
in the Press. gaye an incortect identification of : 
the names. used, ‘a : 
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1? : sei he reported the sxecuedons to Major 
a vlahd the Chief of Operations, af 
“and then was taken back to identify the Woidtes-ofthe--tirece _. 
executed guerrillas.’ They then drove to Santa Cruz with. the 
documents, films and equipment and then Flew. to La Faz, 
where(, Ti... Jcontacted his case officer.’ He was taken to 
a home where the” pnd other Americans were briefed by ~ 
‘him. ‘Everything whicl he had been able to retain was turned 
z in hen to be carried by a special courier to Washington- : 
“|... Saw. ,then- flew back to Santa. Cruz where g-€-l13Qlorderrd-_ . 
“by Geneval Porter,-CINCSOUTH, was to pick him and. —. 
up for a flight to the Canal Zone. This plane arFived with 
a flat tire on the 10th or Lith. . The U.S. Hissiga airersét, 
a C-54, was then flown to Santa Cruz-and he and,-. 
_were £lown back ta La Paz. After overnishting there, .an er 
C-150 carried them to Panama where. was asked to 
relate his rr to General Porter. After? weeks in Panama, 
yiand( “jrere documented as GS-16s'so that they 
Gould board a over-bhocked military flight to Charlotta, 
South Carolina. After fheir arrival there, they journeved 
to Miami, wher -j briefed General Cushman. | 
believes that in both Righ-level briefings he menfIoned hi 
own personal role in the execution of Guevara.) .° ~ i: 
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